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Helsinki, the most 
functional City
in the world
Some facts about the City:
• Population 643 000, Helsinki region 1,5 

million
• Helsinki is a fast growing city, population 

forecast to 2050: 758 000
• Languages: 80% Finnish, 6% Swedish, 3% 

Russian, 2% Estonian, 1% English, 1% 
Somali, 7% other

• Jobs: 426 500 (2017), employment self-
sufficiency 130%, unemployment rate 8,4%
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Some facts about climate: CO2 emissions and 
concentration are rising
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As temperatures
rise, 
so do the risks



Impacts and risks of global warming
(IPCC)
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Helsinki is adapting
to climate change
• Adaptation to climate change policy

(strategic guidelines) has been prepared, 
and will go to decision making at the end of 
this year

• Weather and climate risks have been
assessed, report published (in Finnish) 
2018

• https://www.hel.fi/static/liitteet/kaupunkiymp
aristo/julkaisut/julkaisut/julkaisu-06-18.pdf
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Flooding

• The risks sea flooding will increase
• The coastal area of Helsinki is a 

significant flood risk area
• A flood risk management plan is under 

implementation
• Helsinki has built flood protection 

structures => currently few people live in 
flood risk areas, but the value of property 
is high

• In new building areas, the lowest building 
height is 3 m 
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Flooding

• The risk of urban flooding will increase –
economic impacts may be significant

• New storm water management 
programme is implemented

• https://www.hel.fi/static/liitteet/kaupunkiymparisto/julkais
ut/julkaisut/julkaisu-03-18.pdf

• Land use planning is an important tool
• Green-blue infrastructure and storm water 

management structures
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Slippery
conditions

• In close to 0° weather, accidents caused by
slipping, increase significantly

• In milder winters, days with 0° weather, will
increase

• Management of roads, pavements, public
outdoor spaces
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Heat

• Highest temperatures will rise with
climate change

• Finns tolerate heat badly, our
optimal mean daily temperature is 
14°C

• Guidance for city workers
• Land use planning and building

start taking also heat into 
consideration

• District cooling
• Green and blue infrastructure
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Social vulnerability to heat

HSY 2016
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• Helsinki is quite well prepared for weather
and climate risks in the short term

• But how are we adopting to long term
climate change?

• Climate can become more unpredictable
• Uncertainties can become larger
• Indirect impacts, cascading impacts, 

interdependency
• Our societies are changing too

• How will climate policies change our societies, 
economies, our everyday lives?

• How to adapt to the world of the future?
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susanna.kankaapaa(at)hel.fi
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